Name: ____________________________

What is the Panama Canal?
1. What is an isthmus? 

2. What is a canal and why are they built? 

3. When did Europeans first start thinking about building a canal across Panama? 

4. What country began trying to build a canal in Panama in the 1800s? 

5. After looking through these pictures what do you think would be the challenges of trying to build a canal

   through a tropical jungle and mountains?

6. How long did France work on the Panama Canal Project? 

7. How many workers died working on the project for France? 

8. Why do you think France gave up on the Panama Canal Project? 

9. When did the United States begin work on the Panama Canal? 

10. When did the United States end work on the Panama Canal? 

11. Who was the US President who decided to start building the Panama Canal? 

12. Why did the United States want to build a canal? 

13. If a ship was going from New York to San Francisco and used the Panama canal instead of going around South America how many miles would that save? 

14. What is a canal lock? 

15. What was the land in Panama like before they began building the canal? What was there? 

16. How long is the Panama Canal?
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17. What is the weather like in Panama? 

18. How long does it take for a ship to travel through the canal? 

