
	
	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Beginnings
	· First practiced by a small group of people in Southwest Asia called the Israelites.

· Founded by Abraham around 2000 BC.
	A Jew named Jesus began preaching in what today is Israel, the West Bank, and Jordan around 30 AD.


	Began around 610 AD in Southwest Asia with the prophet Muhammad. 
In Arabic, Islam means “surrender” to the will of Allah (God).

	Supreme Being
	Yahweh (God)
	God/ Jesus Christ
	God

	Holy Book(s)
	Torah
	Bible
	Koran

	Religious Practices or Worship
	Go to temple on Saturday (Shabbat)
	Church on Sundays
	Pray 5 times a day facing Mecca; make a pilgrimage to Mecca once in their life (Hajj)

	Holy Day
	Friday at sundown until Saturday at sundown
	Sundays
	Friday at Noon (but can go everyday).

	Holidays
	Yom Kippur: known as the Day of Atonement. People fast (go without food) and pray on this day.

Passover: festival that retells the story of the Israelites fleeing Egypt.
Rosh Hashanah: Jewish New Year’s Day.
	Christmas: Jesus’ birthday.

Good Friday: day Jesus was crucified.

Easter: most important day of Christian calendar; believed to be the day that Jesus rose from the dead.
	Ramadan: Fasting during the holy month

	Place of worship
	Synagogue
	Church/ Cathedral
	Mosque

	Holy Sites
	Western Wall/ Jerusalem
	Jerusalem
	Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem

	Symbol
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	Extra Info
	· Followers today are known as Jews and there are about 15 million worldwide. 

· Believe that they descended from Abraham and Sarah, the first people to worship Yahweh (God). 

· Abraham lived at least 3,700 years ago in what is now Iraq.
	There are about 2.1 billion followers worldwide; practiced in most parts around the world
· a belief that Jesus is the Son of God

· Divided into 3 major groups: Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, & Protestant 
	· 1.3 billion followers worldwide

· Followers of Islam are called Muslims, and the founder is Muhammad.

· Number of followers is growing at a rapid rate; faster than the other 2 religions


