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This script describes the causes and events of the revolution in March of 1917 that removed the tsar of
Russia and radically and forever altered the Russian nation. There are six speaking parts.

Narrator: The Russian Revolution, which begin in 1917 and climaxed with the total
victory of the communist forces in 1922, was one of the most important
political movements in world history. The tsars had ruled Russia for
over 400 years with a remarkable blend of extreme brutality and hapless
incompetence. The Romanov dynasty, which had ruled for the last 300
years, sat atop a boiling kettle of peasant unrest and worker frustration.
They demonstrated a complete inability to bring Russia into the modern
world. Join us as our correspondent interviews some of the participants
in a revolution in March 1917 that rocked the world.

Correspondent: Sir, how do you feel about this revolution that is shaking the Russian
nation to its foundations?

Factory Worker: I’'m part of the uprising. | work in a metal factory here in Petrograd, the
capital of Russia. | took to the streets with my fellow workers when the
women textile workers left their jobs and marched in protest on
March 8. We are not paid enough to buy bread to feed our families. The
hours are very long and working conditions are dangerous.

Woman Marcher:  Our labor leaders tried to keep us from marching, but we’ve reached the
end of our rope. The cost of bread has gone so high that workers can’t
feed their families. The markets have little food, and shortages have run
the cost beyond what any worker can pay.

Correspondent: What do you want to change?
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The bosses are cruel and impossible. We want trade unions to protect
the rights of the workers, a minimum wage that could not be cut by

the owners, a shorter workday, and fair treatment by supervisors. The
workers should be the bosses and run the factories themselves.

. We wanted the government to change. | carried a banner reading: “The

Monarchy must go.” The people must take charge of the nation, or
we will all die of war and starvation. My fellow marchers carried signs
reading: “We want bread!” and “Down with the War!”

We students joined the marches held on the 9th and 10th. In other
revolts, the authorities beat down workers or peasants and kept us
isolated. This time we came together in this city and the nation joined
us. The marches and strikes were much larger on the 9th and 10th.
This time, we will not be stopped.

Why is the Tsar hated?

The Romanov monarchy has always been brutal and incompetent, but
this tsar is especially dense. He went to the front to be with his armies,
although he knows nothing of war, and left his German-born wife to run
the government. She is both stubborn and not too smart. She picked
old, weak, and incompetent ministers who could not fix the problems
caused by war and starvation. They didn’t even pretend to have
answers. The Russian people have always suffered. They have always
endured. The monarchy expected the same.
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Woman Marcher:  She let this madman, Rasputin, make decisions about the people she
chose and the conduct of the war. This bearded lunatic had convinced

the royal couple that he could cure their son of a disease, hemophilia,
which means he could bleed to death from even a small cut. Rasputin
controlled their minds. Finally, a prince assassinated him, but the
damage he did to public confidence could not be repaired.

Correspondent: How did the war affect this revolution?

Soldier: Tsar Nicholas and his advisors went to war without any serious planning.
They never seemed to realize that Russia is a very backward nation of
peasant farmers fighting against modern, industrialized nations. | was

sent to the front when we went to war against Austria.

Correspondent: What were conditions like there?

Soldier: We were a bit lucky with the Austrians. It was still awful. There was very
little food because supplies didn’t get transported to the front. Farms
that the soldiers marched through were stripped bare of every edible
thing. We froze because there were not enough coats or warm clothes
for the troops. Many soldiers had no boots, and some went into battle
barefoot. We lost more troops to hunger, cold, disease, and infections
than to the enemy—>but the Austrians weren’t much better equipped.

Correspondent: How did that change?

Soldier: When the Germans brought their troops to the eastern front, it changed
things totally. They were well equipped and had modern vehicles and
the military organization to move four divisions into a battle while we
struggled with one. Our leaders were poorly organized, and our armies
were commanded by officers who were political hacks and incompetent
aristocrats. They knew nothing of modern warfare. The Germans were.__.

professionals, and they were well equipped and well armed.
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Correspondent: Didn’t you have weapons?

Soldier: Newly arrived soldiers had to share guns, and many soldiers only had
a few bullets for each day. We didn’t even have machine guns and
the enemy did. The battles sometimes lasted for days. Many of our
soldiers died uselessly. One third of our men, especially new recruits,
had no guns. They waited until a soldier died to get his weapon. We
lost millions of dead, wounded, and captured soldiers due to the
incompetence of the generals. Tsar Nicholas went to the front to
oversee the war effort. What does he know of war?

Correspondent: Why did the soldiers join the marches in the capital city?

We were so overcome by the enemy and our own lack of food, clothes,
and supplies that tens of thousands of soldiers simply deserted.
Hundreds were shot or whipped for desertion, but it didn’t make a
difference. We had nothing to lose. My entire battalion simply deserted
one night. The roads back to our home in Petrograd and other cities
were clogged with wounded soldiers, deserters, starving men, and
roving'bands of thugs. Russia had become a nation of horrors. | joined
the workers and other soldiers because the war must end.

Soldier:

The war actually caused this revolution, | think, so maybe it was a good
thing. They took the able-bodied peasant men from the farms and
factories to fight the Germans. This left the farms without enough men
to harvest the crops in the summer or plant new crops in the spring. The
government thought they were going to win the war with their massive
numbers. Human bodies are no match for artillery and machine guns.

Student:
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Factory Worker: The farmers couldn’t grow or harvest enough food. The soldiers starved.
N The workers in the cities couldn’t afford to buy food at the inflated prices.
The only people eating well or not really affected by the war were the
nobility who could afford to live as they always had, on the backs of the
poor.

Correspondent: Did this revolution have a leader?

Woman Marcher: No. On March 8th, workers marched along with some soldiers who had
deserted from the war. The army was called out and told to fire into the
crowds to end the march. Some soldiers did as their officers told them,
but many just refused to fire. .

Soldier: We called out to our brother soldiers, and many of them simply joined us
with their weapons. We broke open some barracks and got other arms.

Correspondent: What about the police?

Woman Marcher:  On the second day of the uprising, the police had been ordered to end
the rebellion. The police are the most hated people in any Russian city.
They beat and kill people without any restraints. They are not going to
be punished, and their orders are to break up' any marches or rallies
immediately using whatever force they need; but this time they had a
problem.

Soldier: Many of our men had seen death and terrible things at the front. We
had some guns, too. Even though the police killed several of our
marchers, the people simply overran and raided the police stations and
jails. We released the poor wretches being imprisoned there and took
all the weapons we could find. We burned the police stations, too.
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What happened with the Cossacks, the tsar’s private army?

The Cossacks have been the protectors of the tsars forever. They are
brutal warriors from southern Russia who have ridden their horses over
the people in every uprising in Russian history.

The Cossacks have always had special privileges and earned them by
beating down rebellions under every tsar. They are cavalrymen who use
sabers, pistols, and heavy clubs called "knouts" to whip the peasants
and the workers whenever there has been a revolt against the monarchy.

On the second day of the marches, the Cossacks were given the order
to attack, and they rode their huge horses into the crowd. But they didn’t
attack the people this time. They held their weapons at the ready, but
only a few people were actually hit.

Then a miracle happened. A mounted Cossack winked at one of our
men as he rode his horse down the street. The word spread like wildfire
across the crowds on the second day of the strike that the Cossacks
would not fight.

Then the Cossacks drove off some policemen who were attacking

the crowd. The word spread that the Cossacks were favoring the -
workers. This was the true moment the monarchy was over. Without the
Cossacks, the entire ruling class was defenseless against the people.

The marches continued for four days. The groups of labor unions, social
revolutionaries, and communist organizations, which had been planning
for a revolution in the future, found themselves in charge of a caretaker
government. Tsar Nicholas Il abdicated on March 15, 1917. Later in
November 1917, one group of Communists, the Bolsheviks, would gain
control of the government and eventually control Russia by 1922.
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